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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, TH, LA 

SUBJECT: THAI-LAO BORDER REOPENS AT NONG KHAI 

1 . AT 0730 ON JAN. 1 THAI AUTHORITIES IN NONG KHAI REOPENED 

THE BORDER WHICH WAS CLOSED FOLLOWING THE SHOOTING INCIDENT 
INVOLVING PATROL BOAT (PBR) 123 ON NOV. 17. IMMIGRATION 
OFFICIALS IN NONG KHAI SAID THE BORDER IS OPEN PERMANENTLY 
AND THAT THEIR MAIN OFFICE IN TOWN WILL BE OPEN DAILY FROM 
0830- 1700. OTHER CROSSING POINTS REMAIN CLOSED. THE 
CARGO FERRY SERVICE IN NONG KHAI IS SCHEDULED TO RESUME 
OPERATION ON JAN. 2. 

2. FOUR SMALL PASSENGER FERRY BOATS (2 THAI: 2 LAO) WERE 
DOING A BRISK CROSS-RIVER BUSINESS THROUGHOUT THE DAY 
(JAN. 1). BY 1500 MORE THAN 300 THAIS WHO WERE STRANDED 

IN LAOS WHEN THE BORDER CLOSED HAD RETURNED HOME. MANY 
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AND WELCOME IN THE NEW YEAR. A GROUP OF 40 OR 50 LAO HAD 

CROSSED TO SHOP AT THE NONG KHAI MARKET. WE WERE ALSO 
TOLD THAT FOUR REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE INDONEASIAN MISSION 
IN VIENTIANE HAD CROSSED TO PURCHASE SUPPLIES. PEOPLE 
WERE PROHIBITED FROM TAKING GASOLINE OUT OF THAILAND AND 
WERE LIMITED TO SMALL (UNSPECIFIED) QUANTITIES OF RICE 
AND SUGAR. 

3. A FEW LAO WHO WERE STRANDED IN THAILAND WHEN THE 
BORDER CLOSED LEFT NONG KHAI, AS DID A HANDFUL OF THAI 
PRODUCE VENDORS SEEKING TO SELL VEGETABLES AND MEAT IN 
THA DEUA AND VIENTIANE. IT SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, 
THAT PASSENGERS, LIMITED TO WHAT THEY COULD CARRY BY HAND, 
TOOK FEW SUPPLIES INTO OR OUT OF LAOS. BY LATE 
AFTERNOON THE CROSSINGS CONTINUED TO RUN SMOOTHLY WITH NO 
REPORTS OF TROUBLE ON EITHER SIDE. 

HAMILTON 

UNQUOTE 

MASTERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, BORDER CONTROLS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 02 JAN 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: vogelfj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BANGK000036 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760001-0062 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 91 /aaaadcoj. tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vogelfj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 JUN 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <20 SEP 2004 by vogelfj> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THAI-LAO BORDER REOPENS AT NONG KHAI 
TAGS: PBOR, TH, LA 
To: n/a 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



